Declassified and Approved For Release 2012/01/26 : CIA-RDP90-00965R000402820012-6

HERSH: They overheard a
Russian say, “I've shot a mis-
sile,” and they were forced to
make a telephone cail to the

Misawa. They also were forced
to send by airplane, instead of
relaying the tape electronical-
ly, the information they had. So
ittook two or four hours for the
basic first intelligence to get

handled and processed. By that
time, there was no chance to
warn anybody.

USA TODAY: What {f a So-
viet plane stra over the
USA.pel‘hlp te sensl-
tive installations or the White
House? Weuid we have shet it

By Susan Harlan, USA TODAY

KAL Flight 007, has it?

HERSH: Nope. They have
yet to publicly say that they
made a mistake, and that the
Soviet Union had not deliber-
ately shot it down.

USA TODAY: And the Sovi-
ets haven't recanted their spy
plane claims, have they?

HERSH: No. The two sides
are still talking past one anoth-
er.

USA TODAY: What would
this mean if we were facing a
nuclear square-off?

HERSH: That's the point. If
neither side is to bend
and tell the truth, even when
confronted with it, where are
you? What do you think is go-
ing to happen if we have 12
minutes in which to respond to
something in the air? Suppose
something gets launched, and
we tell the Russians, “Don't
worry about it. It was just a
mistake. We're going to call it

back.” Are they going to be-
lieve us? It would be terribly
important for the president, or
the administration in some
way, even now, to set the re-
cord straight.

USA TODAY: What has the
007 issue done for U.S.-Soviet
relations?

HERSH: Nothing good.
Made it much worse. Lack of
trust. There are other issues,
obviously, but it's left a residue,
a bad taste, and the bad taste is
simply this: That in a crisis,
when both sides have to talk
very straight to each other —
and in 10 years we may be
backto-back against nuclear
bombs from the Third World
— we better be able to say
something to the Russians and
have them believe us. And at
this point, I can’t be sure we
would be believed.

USA TODAY: What can we
do to avoid that scenario?

HERSH: We could maybe
not listen to people like Casey
who say we shouldn't talk so
much about these things. I hap-
pen to believe sunlight is a
great disinfectant, as former
Supreme Court Associate Jus-
tice Brandeis once said. So the
thing to do is — within national
security limits and paying at-
tention that we don't jeopar-
dize our ability to collect intelli-
gence — we can point out what
went wrong and make people
more sensitive about it in the
future. If we can get somebody
to think twice before he shoots
off his mouth about what hap-
pened 15,000 miles away in the
middle of the night, we might
be better off.
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